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INTRODUCTION
The sociology of tourism is an emergent specialty concerned with the study of touristic motivations, roles, relationships, and institutions and of their impact on tourists and on the societies who receive them.
The scientific study of tourism originated in continental Europe, which was the first region to experience the impact of mass tourism. The Italian L. Bodio published the first social scientific article on the subject in 1899. The major early contributions, however, were in German (cf Homberg 1978:36-37).
The first specifically sociological writings on tourism were also in German, beginning with L. von Wiese's (1930) classic article and leading to the first full-length sociological work on the subject by H. J. Knebel (1960) . Ogilvie's (1933) book on tourism is the first social scientific treatise on the subject in English; it was followed by Norval's (1936) (Taylor 1932; Hiller 1976 Hiller , 1977 Leiper 1979 :400-3). This approach proved fruitful in studying the evolution and dynamics of relationships between tourists and locals and in analyzing conflicts within roles and institutions dealing with tourists.
2. Tourism as democratized travel: The emphasis is on the traveler component of the tourist role; the tourist is viewed as a kind of traveler marked by some distinct analytical traits (Cohen 1974 4. Tourism as a modern variety of the traditional pilgrimage: This perspective focuses on the deeper structural significance of modem tourism and identifies it with pilgrimages in traditional societies; it was proposed by MacCannell (1973:589). Graburn's (1977) paper, identifying tourism as a form of the "sacred journey," brings the study of tourism even closer to that of the pilgrimage (but see Cohen 1984) .
Tourism as an expression of basic cultural themes:
The emphasis here is on the deeper cultural meaning of tourism. Rejecting the general, "etic" approach to tourism (e.g. Nash 1981), its advocates are trying to reach an "emic" understanding of its culture-specific, symbolic meaning that is "based on the views of the vacationers themselves" (Gottlieb 1982 This approach dovetails with some work on the impact of the production of ethnic arts for the tourist market on ethnic identities (Graburn 1976b :23-30) .
8. Tourism as aform of neocolonialism: The focus is on the role of tourism in creating dependencies between tourism-generating, "metropolitan" countries and tourism-receiving, "peripheral" nations that replicate colonial or "imperialist" forms of domination and structural underdevelopment. This approach was explicitly formulated in a paper by Nash (1977) 
THE PRINCIPAL ISSUE AREAS IN THE SOCIOLOGY OF TOURISM
Sociological research on tourism falls naturally into four principal issue areas: the tourist, relations between tourists and locals, the structure and functioning of the tourist system, and the consequences of tourism.
The Tourist
Research on the tourist is extremely varied, but the bulk of work in this area consists of purely empirical, "touristological" surveys and trend analyses that are oriented toward meeting the practical needs of governments and the tourist industry. They deal primarily with the demographic and socioeconomic characteristics of tourists (e.g. Burkart & Medlik 1974:80-103) ; the frequency, purpose, length, and type of trip; and the nature of tourists' destinations and the kinds of activities undertaken. Though of rather limited sociological relevance in themselves, such data are important resources for secondary analysis, enabling scholars to identify the major trends in modern tourism (e.g. Scheuch 1981) .
International tourism became a major modern mass phenomenon after World War II when it came to embrace practically all social classes in industrialized Western societies (Scheuch 1981 (Scheuch :1095 A greater proportion of people in the higher income categories take yearly holiday trips, while those in the highest brackets take more than one trip a year on the average (Newman 1973:235) . Despite the democratization of travel, significant class differences still exist in the industrialized Western countries, not only in the propensity to travel but also in the distance and type of destination, the organization of the trip, the motivations and traveling style, and the deeper cultural motifs informing tourism (Newman 1973 MacCannell conceives of tourism as the modern equivalent of the religious pilgrimage: the two are homologous in that "both are quests for authentic experiences" (1973:593). He argues that modern peoples' quest for authenticity is similar to the "concern for the sacred in primitive society" (MacCannell 1973:590), and it is thus analogous to the religious quest for ultimate reality. The tourist-local relationship is, to varying degrees, embedded in and regulated by two sociocultural systems: a native system, which is invaded by tourism, and the emergent tourist system itself. The principal evolutionary dynamics of the relationship consist of a transition from the former to the latter. Studies of this evolution usually present the process as a commercialization or "commoditization" (Greenwood 1977 Where small-scale, locally owned, lower-standard, "craft" tourism is slowly introduced into a less-developed context, gross earnings may be smaller, but a greater percentage will be locally retained and there will be fewer disruptive effects (Rodenburg 1980 ). There is a better chance that linkages with the local economy will be established (e.g. Hermans 1981) . The impetus such tourism provides may not suffice to stimulate sustained local development (Cohen 1982b:224; Jenkins 1982:235) , however, in the absence of sufficient local capital and technical and entrepreneurial resources.
The sociocultural impacts of tourism are numerous and varied, but most of them can be classified under one of ten major topics: community involvement in wider frameworks, the nature of interpersonal relations, the bases of social organization, the rhythm of social life, migration, the division of labor, stratification, the distribution of power, deviance, and customs and the arts. There is a broad agreement among scholars on the findings about most of these topics.
Under tourism the local community becomes increasingly involved in the wider national and international systems, with a concomitant loss of local autonomy; the community's welfare comes to depend more and more upon external factors (such as changing fashions and worldwide prosperity or recession) over which it has no control (Greenwood 1972:90) .
On The most general impact that tourism has on stratification is that it augments social disparities and hence widens the span of the local stratificational system (Cleverdon 1979 Tourism has often been presented as a major debaser and destroyer of customs and the arts that leads to the emergence of a "phony-folk-culture" (Forster 1964:226) and to the mass production of cheap, artless souvenirs and fake "airport art" (Schadler 1979 In conclusion, rather than looking at transformations engendered by tourism in customs and the arts as mere aberrations, it is more useful to approach them as another, albeit accelerated, stage in the continuous process of cultural change. It presently gives rise to a variety of "transitional arts" created for the tourist market and meriting attention on their own terms as genuinely new artistic creations.
CONCLUSION
Mainstream sociology has only recently discovered tourism as a field of systematic inquiry, but many sociologists still view it with suspicion or even disdain. While this may in part reflect the commonsense view of tourism as a frivolous, superficial activity unworthy of serious investigation, it also certainly reflects the fact that the study of tourism has not been well integrated into mainstream sociology. This situation has been only partly remedied by recent work. While a variety of often intriguing conceptual and theoretical approaches for studying the complex and manifold touristic phenomena have emerged, none has yet withstood rigorous empirical testing; while field-studies have proliferated, many lack an explicit, theoretical orientation and hence contribute little to theory building. It is hoped that this review helped to bring theory and empirical research closer together and to codify the field, as well as to further recognition of it as a legitimate and significant sociological specialty.
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